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vision / aspiration / mission:  
 

Based on in Hawaii through the instructors Docomomo founding board membership : 
https://docomomo-us.org/chapter/hawaii and Think Tech Hawaii : 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQpkwcNJny6kDcGh5KYsLd28-x3DBXGjI 
’s pedagogy of past, present and prospective, this elective gives an introduction to German 
architecture via the two influential architects Frei Otto and Sep Ruf who mainly shaped 
modern Munich. We will use their clues how to potentially build upon their innovations given 
our evolved paradigms resulting in SHIFTing. This course serves separately as in synergy 
with this semester’s Arch 490 “a dress code / address code” to together support the Arch 
416 studio.  

 
I. Course description: 
 

Elective as supportive adjunct to Arch 416 studio focused on advanced critical issues 
related to architecture and the built environments with an emphasis on collaborative or 
immersive place-based projects in local or global contexts. 

 
     II. Course Information, Policies and Resources: 

 
Attendance policy: Students who are enrolled in this course but never attend will be 

flagged by the course instructor for non-participation before the last day to add/drop (for 

100% tuition refund) deadline. Flagged students will be administratively dropped by the 

Office of the Registrar. Any changes to a student’s enrollment status may affect financial 

aid eligibility and can result in the return of some of all of federal student financial aid. 

(Other specifics may be added per instructor). 

 
Use of Internet, mobile devices, and social media: ok (whenever helpful) 

 
Statement on Disability: KOKUA Program: If you have a disability and related access 

needs, please contact the KOKUA Program (Office for Students with Disabilities) at 956-

7511,KOKUA@hawaii.edu, or go to Room 013 in the Queen Lili‘uokalani Center for 

Student Services. Please know that I will work with you and KOKUA to meet your access 

needs based on disability documentation. Kokua’s services are confidential and offered 

free of charge. 

 

Academic Integrity and Ethical Behavior: Cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of 
academic dishonesty are not permitted within this course and are prohibited within the 
System-wide Student Conduct Code (EP 7.208). Examples include fabrication, facilitation, 
cheating, plagiarism, and use of improper materials. Any incident of suspected academic 
dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct for review and possible 
adjudication. Additionally, the instructor may take action in regards to the grade for the 
deliverable or course as they see fit. 

 
Office of Title IX: (808) 956-2299 / t9uhm@hawaii.edu. As a member of the University 
faculty, I am required to immediately report any incident of sex discrimination or gender-
based violence to the campus Title IX Coordinator. Although the Title IX Coordinator and 
I cannot guarantee confidentiality, you will still have options about how your case will be 
handled. My goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of options available to you 
and have access to the resources and support you need. For more information regarding 
sex discrimination and gender-based violence, the University’s Title IX resources and the 
University’s Policy, EP 1.204, go to:http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/titleix/ 
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Department of Public Safety: (808)956-6911 (Emergency) / (808)956-8211 (Non-
Emergency) http://manoa.hawaii.edu/dps/ 
 

UH System Basic Needs: include food and housing, childcare, mental health, financial 

resources and transportation, among others. Student basic needs security is critical for 

ensuring strong academic performance, persistence and graduation and overall student 

well being. If you or someone you know are experiencing basic needs insecurity, please 

see the following resources: https://www.hawaii.edu/student-basic-

needs/resources/manoa/ 

 

TUM:  

 

The basis to make this experience possible so timely is that you will be officially 

categorized as a PPS: Practical Project Student by TUM (vs official TUM exchange 

student) by personal invitation of Prof Thomas Auer. Other than that familiarize and 

acclimatize yourself to TUM’s codes of conduct:    

 

https://www.international.tum.de/en/global/exchangestudents/general-information-for-

international-students/preparing-your-stay/ 

 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.uniagents.com/ga-

institution/uploads/prospectus/institute_2406_prospectus1591706637Technical%20Univ

ersity%20of%20Munich.pdf 

 

chrome 

extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://mediatum.ub.tum.de/doc/1637138/

1637138.pdf 

 

https://www.tum.de/en/studies/support-and-advice/wellbeing/studying-with-a-

disability/legal-framework 

 

https://www.mgt.tum.de/about/code-of-conduct 

 

III. Course Content and Learning Objectives 

 
     Mānoa Institutional Learning Objectives: 

 
1. Know—Breadth and Depth of Knowledge 

Students develop their understanding of the world with emphasis on Hawai’i, Asia, and 

the Pacific by integrating: 

a. General education knowledge 

b. Specialized study in architectural design; and 

c. Understanding of Hawaiian culture and history. 

 

2. Do—Intellectual and Practice Skills 

Students improve their abilities to: 

d. Think critically and creatively 

e. Conduct research; and  

f. Communicate and report 

 

3. Value—Personal and Social Responsibility 

Students demonstrate excellence, integrity, and engagement through: 

g. Continuous learning and personal growth; 

h. Respect for people and cultures, in particular Hawaiian culture; 

i. Stewardship of the natural environment; and 

j. Civic participation in their communities. 
 
     Mānoa Institutional Learning Objectives: 

 
1. Know   -- Breath and Depth of Knowledge 
  -  specialized study in architecture 
  -  includes environmental design in Hawaiian context 
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2. Do  -- Intellectual and Practical Skills 
  -  solving challenging and complex problems 
  -  applying questioning and reasoning 
  -  negotiating the terrain of the technological world 
  -  written and oral communication 
3. Value   -- Personal and Social Responsibility 
  -  self-assessment/reflection/discipline 
  -  intellectual curiosity 
  -  sustainability 
  -  life-safety by design 
 
SLO Student Performance Criteria addressed: 
 
SLO 4  Sustainability in Environmental Design  
 Understand and design projects that optimize, conserve, or reuse natural and 
 built resources to provide healthful environments to users, and reduce the 
 negative environmental impacts of building construction and operations on future 
 generations. 
 

      SLO 5  Interdisciplinary Problem Solving and Design Research  
      Understand and engage in collaborative interdisciplinary team- based research  
      using appropriate methodologies in order to arrive at increased understanding  
      and derive holistic and responsible environmental design solutions connecting to  
      diverse technological, social, cultural, and environmental concerns. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
 

- Ability to conceptualize, design and refine urban infill architectural projects. 
- Ability to integrate multiple program requirements into design. 
- Ability to employ urban sustainable design strategies. 
- Ability to integrate vertical circulation and egress requirements within the design. 
- Ability to write and develop a design brief. 
 
General Goals and Objectives of the Course: 
 
(a)  To encourage the development of a holistic and intellectual approach to 

architecture and urban design within the framework of defined design 
determinants. 

(b)  To develop the ability to synthesize art and technology in architecture; to further 
develop creative and critical capacities regarding use of specific building materials, 
structures, assemblies, and processes, and incorporate these into complete and 
coherent design. 

(c)  To augment knowledge of architecture in its historical, theoretical, social, cultural, 
and practical dimensions. 

(d) To develop critical bases from which to conceive, make and judge works of 
architecture, and to communicate these clearly: graphically, verbally, and in 
writing. 

(e)  To understand the relationships of scale of design from the building to the city. 
 

Specific Studio Objectives ( in addition and synergy with curricular) :  
 

1. to see and train the advantage of inclusiveness (vs exclusiveness) in architecture 
2. to see and train the advantage of balanced values of intercultural and glocal  
3. to make the urban environment equally substantially stunning as our Oahu and 

Bavarian natural envirnments 
4. to discover the 21st century driving forces for architecture as per - formative 
5. to appreciate the potential of (urbanistically and architecturally) adaptively 

repurposing in architecture 
6. to activate the unique potentials of Honolulu as Munich as bioclimatic metropolises 
7. to redefine the principle of being self - sustained for architecture (vs buzz worded 

“sustainability”) 
8. to investigate in strategies of “freedom,independance,liberty” (vs buzz worded 

“resiliance”)    
 

     IV: Required texts and readings:  

 

     selected on demand:  

 

     https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQpkwcNJny6kDcGh5KYsLd28-x3DBXGjI 

 

      

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQpkwcNJny6kDcGh5KYsLd28-x3DBXGjI


V. Course assignments, evaluation and grading  

 

For each exploration day (assignment each) the topic of the day has to be prepared: 
researched and communicated eidedic image / composite drawing [ tutorials provided 
prior to ] wise by the group with each member taking on a synchronized with the others 
topic and shared 24 hours prior Miro / Canva / …  

 
Grading Scale: 

A (90-100%) 

B (80-89%) 

C (70-79%) 

D (60-69%) 

F (<59%) 

 
The School of Architecture requires a letter grade of “C” as a minimum passing grade for 

all clases. 

 
     Assignments 1 – 13 : 7 % each, final semester presentation : 9 %.  
 

Grading    Criteria: 

  

 As a general guide, an “A” student completes all assigned work on time, exceeds 

requirements, displays creativity, critical thinking, rigor, and care in all work, shows 

excellence in analysis, synthesis, communication/presentation clarity, and demonstrates 

skills and knowledge required in the course including the ability to develop a consistent 

and highly developed building proposal. A “C” student completes all assigned work on 

time, just meets requirements, displays moderate creativity, rigor and care in all work, 

shows moderate skill in analysis, synthesis, communication/presentation clarity, and 

demonstrates average skills and knowledge required in the course including the ability 

to develop a moderately consistent and developed building proposal. 

 

Prerequisites: ARCH 342 
 

End of Syllabus 
 
Materials in this course may be copyrighted.  They are intended for use only by students 
registered and enrolled in the course and are only for instructional activities associated with 
and for the duration of the course.  They may not be retained in another medium or 
disseminated further without the written permission of the instructor.  They are provided in 
compliance with the provisions of the Teach Act: 
http://www.copyright.com/Services/copyrightoncampus/basics/teach.html.  Students 
should refer to University copyright policies.  



 
Outline schedule The following schedule is a guideline for the organization of the semester and subject to 

change as to adjust to the progression of the studio. Pin-ups will occur frequently, however 
the studio is predominantely characterized by self organized, instructor assisted desk 
work.(designers having to proactively and group coordinated create sign up sheets for each 
studio desk crit day and prepare, structure and control the individual desk crit timing in 
relation to and respect for collegial equity).The below schedule is a guideline for orientation, 
which has to be self responsibly adapted by the team members and external consultants 
based upon their generous availabilities according to suit best the optimal work spirit of the 
group: 

 
 
 

w day date human 
thermal 
comfort 
condition  

topic Assignment  
due dates 

1 T 082625 late summer week of arriving, moving into housing, acclimatizing   

2 T 090225 late summer  moving into workspace    

3 T 090925 earliest fall Academic / Course introduction / Ruf Haus Schwend und Häuser Ramersdorf   

4 T 091625 earliest fall Sep Ruf’s Atelier Grünwald + Frei’s Aviary Hellabrunn  1 via miro 

5 T 092325 earlier fall Ruf House Chancellor Erhard + Museum Gulbransson / Tegernsee  2 via miro 

6 T 093025 earlier fall Sep Ruf Haus Theresienstrasse / Ruf in Pinakothek der Moderne 3 via miro 

7 T 100725 mid fall “Frei”s Theresienwiese 4 via miro 

8 T 101425 mid fall Frei’s Olympia 5 via miro 

9 T 102125 mid fall Ruf’s American Ambassy (folling lunch at adjacent Maui Munich)  6 via miro 

10 T 102825 mid fall Ruf’s Hilton Hotel +  St. Johann von Capistran  7 via miro 

11 T 110425 later fall Ruf’s Maxburg + Bayerische Staatsbibliothek 8 via miro 

12 T 111125 later fall Veterans Day Holiday / no class 9 via miro 

13 T 111825 late fall  San Riemo (+ Wabenhaus) Riem  10 via miro 

14 T 112525 late fall Frei Behnisch Bad Aibling   11 via miro 

15 T 120225 early winter Olympic Housing + Bayerische Motoren Werke  12 via miro 

16 T 120925 early winter Transportation: “Frei’s”Skilifts,Ottobahn,Downtown Bicycling  13 via miro 

17 T 121625 early winter final exam  14 via miro 

 


